Anatomical restrictions in the surgical excision of scalp squamous cell carcinomas: does this affect local recurrence and regional nodal metastases?
Squamous cell carcinomas (SCCs) of the skin of the scalp have the potential for regional metastases. Microscopically, clearance may be less than the optimal dimensions. We report 101 SCCs of the scalp treated surgically under the care of a single oral and maxillofacial surgeon. Forty-two of the study patients had deep margins that were clear by less than 2mm, of whom five had margins that involved pericranium±skull. Our study demonstrated a local recurrence rate of 6% and a regional recurrence rate of 7%. All patients presented with relapse of the disease within 18 months of primary surgery. The evidence presented in this study suggests that in SCCs of the scalp, less than ideal surgical margin clearance, entirely due to anatomical restrictions, does not appear to substantially affect regional recurrence, but increases the risk of local recurrence.